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AYODHYA, NOV 11 /--/
Eighteen tableaux, themed
on the Ramayana, the
Ramcharitmanas and
various social issues, were
part of a procession taken
out ahead of the seventh
Deepotsav to be held here in
Uttar Pradesh on the eve of
Diwali. The procession,
which also had
performances by folk
artistes and 'aartis', started
from the Udaya Square and
passed through various
parts of the city to reach the
Ram Katha Park. It was
flagged off by Uttar
Pradesh Minister of
Tourism and Culture
Jaiveer Singh, according to
a statement. During the
Deepotsav, 24 lakh 'diyas'
(earthen lamps) will be lit
on Ram ki Pairi and a light-
and-sound show organised
in the evening. The
statement said that the
tableaux were made by the
state's tourism and
information departments.

JAIPUR, NOV 11 /--/
Voters of  Shergaon of  Abu-
Pindwara Assembly
constituency will be able to
vote in their own village for
the first time, an official
said on Saturday.

Chief Electoral Officer
Praveen Gupta said that for

Rajasthan: Remote Shergaon village to have polling station for first time
easy and inclusive voting,
the Election Commission
has made arrangements to
set up polling stations even
in inaccessible hilly areas,
remote and sparsely
populated areas. Gupta
said that voters of
Shergaon, located at an

altitude of 4,921 feet in
Abu-Pindwara Assembly
constituency of the Sirohi
district, will be able to vote
in their own village for the
first time. With the help of
forest guards, the polling
party will walk for about 18
kilometers in the dense

forest to reach this polling
station, Gupta said. He said
that a polling station has
been set up here for 117
voters. Earlier, the voters
of Shergaon had to go to the
polling station in another
remote Utraj village. He
said that a polling station is

being set up for only 35
voters in Barmer Ka Paar
village, located close to the
international border in
Barmer. For the first time, a
polling station is being
built for 49 voters in
Manjholi, another village
in the Barmer district.

Similarly, a polling
center for 50 voters is being
built in Kantal Ka Paar
village.

According to a
statement, there are only 50
voters at Mainau polling
station in Jaisalmer. On the
day of voting, a temporary

booth will be set up in a
tent there. Gupta said that a
polling station at Kali Teer
will also be set up for the
first time in Baseri
Assembly constituency of
the Dholpur district. There
are 682 voters at this
polling station located.

Earlier, the voters here had
to go to the polling station
located 7.5 km away.

Voting for all 200 seats
in the state will be held in a
single phase on November
25 and counting of votes
will take place on
December 3. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, NOV 11 /--/ The BJP on
Saturday hit out at the Rajasthan Congress
government over the rape of a child
allegedly by a policeman, saying while its
government at the Centre believes in "beti
bachao" (save daughter) the dispensation
led by Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
stands for "rapists bachao."

BJP national spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla cited a number of  cases of
atrocities against women and children,
including those involving police and other
government officials, to allege that rapists
have "high confidence" in the poll-bound
Rajasthan. A minor girl was allegedly
raped by a police sub-inspector in
Rajasthan's Dausa district on Friday.
Noting that the child was only four years
of  age and came from a Dalit family, the
BJP spokesperson alleged that an FIR was
registered only after protests erupted amid
efforts to save the guilty person and
remove evidence.

The state government's action is
marked by incompetence and
connivance, he said. Protectors have
become predators because the state
government has a "pro-active" and
institutional system to help save rapists, he
alleged, adding that family members of
some Congress leaders have been involved

Central govt stands for 'beti
bachao', Cong govt in Rajasthan
for 'rapists bachao', alleges BJP

in brutalisation of women.
"This is the guarantee the Congress

government in Rajasthan has delivered,"
Poonawalla said. Anywhere between 18 and
22 such incidents are reported from the
state every day, he said, and also alleged
Rajasthan has become number one in cases
of atrocities against women and Dalits. He
also cited some comments of Gehlot and
minister Shanti Dhariwal to accuse the
government of "victim-shaming." Taking a
jibe at Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, who had come up with slogan,
"ladki hoon lad sakti hoon," he said women
in Rajasthan are asking "ladki hoon Bach
sakti hoon?" Will the Congress continue to
save rapists and criminals? he asked and
went on to claim that women voters in
Rajasthan have decided to throw out the
most "anti-women and anti-Dalit"
government in the country. Assembly
elections are due in Rajasthan on November
25.

The BJP spokesperson referred to some
comments made by Congress ally and Bihar
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar as he
highlighted the work done by his own party's
government to bring down fertility rate
through women empowerment and slammed
the "Nitish mindset" in the Congress and
other opposition parties. (PTI)

BHAVNAGAR, NOV 11 /--
/ A sanitation worker died,
while another took ill while
cleaning a septic tank in the
campus of a government
laboratory in Bhavnagar
city of Gujarat, an official
said on Saturday. The
incident occurred on the
campus of the Central Salt
and Marine Chemicals
Research Institute on
Friday when some
sanitation workers of the
Bhavnagar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) were
cleaning a septic tank using
a jetting machine,
municipal commissioner NV
Upadhyay said. The
deceased was identified as
Rajesh Vegad (45), an
employee of the BMC.
"According to the
information provided to us,
a sanitation worker of the
laboratory entered the tank
for cleaning and was
affected by some poisonous
gas. To bring him to safety,
our employee (Vegad)
entered the tank. He
managed to save the worker,
but succumbed (to
asphyxiation) himself," the
official said. An
investigation was underway
to find out more details
about the incident, he said.

Talking to reporters, the
deceased worker's younger
brother Deepak Vegad
raised questions about his
death and asked why the
supervisor allowed him to
enter the tank when a jetting
machine was being used at
the site. (PTI)

Ahead of Deepotsav, cultural
procession taken out in Ayodhya

SHIMLA, NOV 11 /--/ Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, who was undergoing
treatment at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Delhi, arrived in
Shimla on Saturday after 15 days.

Talking to the media persons here,
Sukhu said he would not campaign in
the poll-bound states of Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Telangana as doctors have advised
him to rest for two months. He will,
however, start working and meeting
with people, the chief minister added.
On poll prospects of the Congress,
Sukhu said the party was strong in the
states going to polls and would emerge
victorious. Voting for the Mizoram
assembly polls is already over. "The
doctors have advised me to take rest,

NEW DELHI, NOV 11 /--/
A parliamentary panel has
observed that mere medical
insanity cannot be a ground
for the acquittal of an
accused and legal insanity
is required to be proved for
claiming a valid defence.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Home Affairs, headed by
BJP MP Brijlal, also
recommended that the word
"mental illness" in the
proposed new criminal law
may be changed to
"unsound mind" as mental
illness is too wide in its
import in comparison to
unsound mind and it
appears to include even
mood swings or voluntary
intoxication within its
ambit.

The observations have

Sanitation worker
dies while cleaning
septic tank at govt

laboratory in
Gujarat's Bhavnagar

Cong seeking
mandate on

works done by its
govt in Rajasthan:

Jairam Ramesh
JAIPUR, NOV 11 /--/
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh on Saturday
said the party is seeking
mandate based on the works
done by its government in
Rajasthan in the last five
years, whereas the BJP's
issues are polarisation and
ED and CBI.

He alleged the BJP has
no strategy other than this
and the prime minister is
raising allegations against
Rajasthan government out
of  fear. He termed the
allegations "totally
baseless". Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
public meeting in Udaipur
had accused the Congress
government of
sympathising with terrorists.
"Rajasthan has become a
model state in the last five
years and the prime minister
is afraid and troubled by it.
Since the PM is not left with
any other issue, ED and CBI
is sent.

And again and again the
PM and their associates
speak the language of
polarisation," Ramesh told
reporters at a press
conference in Jaipur. He
said that BJP cannot talk
about schemes of the
Congress government as
they are not in a situation to
comment on it. "They are
afraid and do not have any
issue. That's why they are
accusing Congress of
appeasement and inaction
on women atrocity cases.
This is baseless. This is not
only wrong, but it is a lie,"
he said.

The Congress general
secretary said that the
people in Karnataka had
rejected polarisation and
the people in Rajasthan will
also reject the politics of
ED and CBI and politics of
polarisation in the upcoming
elections because they are
fed up with inflation,
unemployment and the
politics of vengeance. (PTI)

Medical insanity cannot be ground for
accused's acquittal: Parliamentary panel

been made by the panel in
its report prepared after
examining the proposed
three new criminal laws.
The proposed laws are
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS-2023), Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS-2023) and the
Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA-2023).

The three bills, which
were introduced in the Lok
Sabha on August 11, will
replace the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, Criminal
Procedure Act, 1898, and
the Indian Evidence Act,
1872.

The panel's reports were
submitted to the Rajya
Sabha on Friday. The
committee observed that in
the Indian Penal Code, the
term, a person of unsound

mind, carried a restricted
interpretation according to
judicial precedents and was
available as a defence for
the accused. "The
committee is of the view
that mere medical insanity
cannot be a ground for
acquittal of the accused
and legal insanity is
required to be proved for
claiming a valid defence," it
noted.

However, the panel said,
the term mental illness is too
wide in its import in
comparison to unsound
mind, as it appears to
include even mood swings
or voluntary intoxication
within its ambit.

The committee is also of
the view that such a
frivolous claim, if
recognised as a valid

defence, will spell doom for
the prosecution as all
defences will be claimed
under this provision,
thereby defeating the very
purpose of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

"The committee
accordingly recommends
that the word 'mental
illness' in this Sanhita may
be changed to 'unsound
mind' wherever it occurs, as
the present one can create
problems during the trial
stage as an accused person
can simply show that he was
under the influence of
alcohol or drugs during the
time of the commission of a
crime and he cannot be
prosecuted even if he has
committed the crime
without intoxication," it
said. (PTI)

Sukhu returns to Shimla after treatment in
Delhi, says won't campaign in poll-bound states

eat light meals at regular intervals,
divide work and not to work in
continuity without a break," he said.
Reiterating that Himachal Pradesh
will be made self-reliant in four years
and the most prosperous state in the
country in the next 10 years, Sukhu
said, "We have to get back to work." He
added that important decisions would
be taken during a Cabinet meeting
scheduled for November 18.

The chief minister also thanked
his Cabinet ministers and bureaucrats
for filling in the gap and fulfilling all
responsibilities in his absence when
he was under treatment. "With the
grace of God and local deities and
good wishes of the people of the state,
I have recovered and come back," he
said and wished a happy Diwali to

the people of the state. The chief
minister was accorded a grand
welcome at Annadale by Deputy
Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri and
Cabinet ministers Anirudh Singh,
Rohit Thakur and Harshwardhan
Chauhan among others. Sukhu was
expected to return on Friday but the
plan was postponed due to
unfavourable weather conditions in
both Delhi and Shimla. Sukhu's
helicopter was unable to take off from
Delhi due to bad weather. Sukhu was
admitted to the Indira Gandhi
Medical College Hospital (IGMCH),
Shimla, on the night of October 25
after he complained of pain in the
abdomen and a stomach infection.
Two days later, he was flown to Delhi
and admitted to AIIMS. (PTI)

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh handing over to US Secretary of  Defence Lloyd
Austin, parts of  parachute, uniform and airplane of  US forces from World War II
recovered in Assam, after their bilateral meeting, in New Delhi

The tableaux were themed
on issues such as children's
rights and basic education,
women's safety and welfare,
self-reliance, protection of
forest and environment, and
science and technology.
They also showcased
different government
initiatives. There were also
floats inspired by the
Ramcharitmanas and the
Ram Katha, some also
depicted the Shabari-Ram
Milap and Lanka Dahan.

Not only from Uttar
Pradesh, but artistes from
across the country,
participated in the
procession. People from
across Ayodhya had
gathered along roads to
witness performances,
including folk dances of
different states. Singh said,
"Ram Nagari (Ayodhya)
will host the Deepotsav
celebration. A new record
for lighting the most diyas
in the world will be set once
more. Chief  Minister Yogi

Adityanath will perform
Lord Ram's coronation
during this festival of
lights. The most important
aspect will be the presence
of diplomats from 50 major
countries during Lord Ram's
coronation," he said and
added that Diwali reminds
everyone of the 'Tretayug',
when Lord Ram returned to
Ayodhya after defeating
Ravan. "Ayodhya is the
cherished jewel of India,
and the cultural message
emanating from this
celebration will resonate on
the global stage, conveying
the essence of the Sanatan
culture of India," he said.
The Deepotsav tradition in
Ayodhya began with the
formation of  the Yogi
Adityanath government in
2017. (PTI)


